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Dear Friends, 
 

From myself and the entire Advance Optical staff, we would like to extend our sincerest wishes for a healthy and 
successful 2021. This past year has been a challenge for everyone, and we’d like to express our condolences to all 
who have lost a loved one during this pandemic.  
 

2021 is the 40th anniversary of the “Advance Notice” newsletter, and our 99th year in business. We would not be 
where we are today without you, our loyal customers. We’d like to thank you for your continued support of Advance 
Optical. We strive to bring your patients the best quality and technology in eyewear for their best vision. Your 
practice and patients are still our #1 priority and focus each and every day. 

 

It is with great sorrow and a heavy heart that I announce the passing of Advance Optical’s previous owner, Morley Gwirtzman. Morley was 

one of the most genuine and caring people I had ever know and he will truly be missed. His picture hangs in our office foyer, and his spirit 

and generosity are instilled in the walls of this lab. He will always live on in our hearts and memories. 

 

Wishing you all the best in 2021, 

We are deeply saddened at the loss of our own Morley Gwirtzman. Morley passed away peacefully in the 
presence of his family, November 29, 2020, at age 81, here in his hometown of Rochester, New York. 
 

Morley was born in 1939 in Rochester, NY to loving parents, Hazel and Sam Gwirtzman. Morley’s father, Sam, 
had founded Advance Optical with his brother Louis, in 1922 as a supply house operating out of a back bedroom. 
A couple years later, the company began selling frames and stock lenses and some years later during the 1930s, 
a laboratory was added with a branch lab functioning out of Buffalo. The family had a tradition of spending 
Sundays at the office. Morley and his sisters would fold mailing boxes or do whatever else was needed while  
Sam and Hazel opened mail and lined up jobs for Monday. Following that, Sam took them all out to dinner.   
 

From the time he was eight, Morley starting working at Advance, running errands, wrapping packages, and doing 
a variety of other jobs. After high school, having no interest in the optical business, Morley ventured off to the 
University of Michigan to pursue a degree in Business Administration. Upon graduation, he immediately headed 
to New York to work in the advertising field.  A year later, in 1961, his father called him home to Rochester to  

help out at Advance while his Uncle Lou was in the hospital, promising that it would just be for the summer. Morley never returned to New York City.  
 

The Buffalo branch was sold in the 1960s and shortly thereafter, Louis retired. In the late 1960s, Sam became ill and Morley took over direction of the 
company. At this point, Morley’s younger sister, Ann, joined the company. The company continued to grow in frame sales and lenses along with laboratory 
service. When Ann’s husband, Arthur Kolko, joined the company in the 1970s, he employed his computer background to expand the lab, get Advance up 
and running on computers and outfit the lab with new and updated equipment. The family tradition continued as Morley and Ann’s sister Honi also joined 
Advance Optical and many of the three siblings’ children would work at Advance on and off throughout the years. 
 

Morley was a valued member of the optical industry, highly respected for his comprehensive knowledge, and even more regarded for his kindness and 
generosity that was evident in every interaction that he had. He was inducted into the Optical Laboratories Association Hall of Fame as an “Optical 
Pioneer” in 2009. 
 

Morley’s work ethic was exemplified in all that he did: his impeccable attention to detail, his genuine curiosity and interest in his work, and his complete 
and utter attention to the relationships he formed over the course of 50 years in the optical industry and his life. The passion and pride he felt as part of 
Advance Optical was exemplified in how he treated employees and customers as family. 
 

We will miss Morley tremendously and we are forever grateful for his leadership, expertise and above all, his friendship. We express our condolences to 
his entire family, Wendy, Lisa, Daniel, Giuseppe, Stefanos, Giada, Ann, Arthur and many more relatives and friends worldwide. 
 

If you would like to read Morley’s obituary, please visit  brightonmc.com/obituaries/morley-gwirtzman/2239. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2021 

REMEMBERING MORLEY 
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